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CONTINENCE AIDS SCHEME 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.59 pm]:  I will make some comments about an issue that quite a 
few members have had raised with them by constituents.  The issue is the provision of continence products.  I 
have asked questions in this house about this.  I know members on the other side have as well.  Western 
Australia is currently the only state in Australia that does not operate a continence aids scheme to assist people 
with disabilities and health conditions to meet the cost of continence products.  Children with disabilities and 
health conditions, adults of working age with disabilities and health conditions, and the seniors in our state are 
significantly disadvantaged by the failure to address this basic health need.  The eligibility for the 
commonwealth continence aids assistance scheme excludes many people in need, and the level of subsidy is 
insufficient to meet the needs of many working age adults with disabilities.  A means-tested continence aid 
program is urgently required for Western Australians of all ages and abilities.  Constituents of mine have raised 
this concern with me, as have their representative organisations, People with Disabilities (WA) and the Health 
Consumers’ Council.  It is useful to put the words of some of my constituents on the record because they are the 
ones who are suffering as a result of the lack of subsidy for continence products.  One constituent said to me - 

“I am thirty-eight years old.  My continence needs are only partially met by the Commonwealth 
Continence Aids Assistance Scheme and each year I pay approximately $1500-$1800 towards these 
basic health products.  Any attempt to do without or limit the products I use would leave me 
housebound and ultimately lead to my kidneys being damaged.  This situation is not uncommon for 
people with quadriplegia and other significant disabilities.” 

Another constituent stated - 
“I am 48 years old, I receive limited financial support through the Commonwealth Continence Aids 
Assistance Scheme.  This funding does not meet the cost of the continence products I need; I am on the 
Disability Support Pension and I spend in excess of $700 per year to meet this basic health need.  If I 
did not spend this amount I would be housebound and my health and quality of life would deteriorate.  
This impacts significantly on my ability to meet other essential costs of daily living.” 

Another stated - 

“I am a mother of an 18 year old man who has severe physical and intellectual disabilities.  With 
incredible difficulty, being a single mother with major health problems, I have to spend a minimum 
$1,400 a year extra to purchase the necessary nappies to cover this basic health need.” 

A further constituent stated - 

“My daughter is 17 years old and has Autism and an intellectual disability.  Until last year my daughter 
received limited funding for continence aids through Lotterywest supported Incontinence Pad Scheme. 

She now receives limited financial support through the Commonwealth Continence Aids Assistance 
Scheme.  Both the schemes are inadequate in meeting the needs of children and adults with disabilities 
as funding is capped.  They fail to meet the costs of this basic health need. 

While I am in the fortunate position of being able to support my daughter in this regard I am well aware 
of the cost burden it places on families who do not have the same financial advantages.  Families and 
people receiving the Disability Support Pension struggle to meet the extra burden placed on them by the 
inadequacy of these schemes.  Families in this situation need and deserve greater support.” 

A further comment is - 

“My son, aged 20, is totally incontinent.  Although he receives limited financial support through 
Commonwealth Aids Assistance Scheme, the funding meets his incontinence products needs for less 
than 6 weeks per annum.  Consequently, over 25% of his Disability Support Pension is used each 
fortnight, to purchase these products.” 

Finally - 

“I am 59 years old.  I have had transverse myelitis (triggered by glandular fever for nearly 12 years and 
am paralysed from T8 down.  I have no movement or feeling (except pain) in the lower half of my 
body.  I am able to self catheterise and have to purchase catheters and assorted continence aids.  I do not 
receive any financial support and do not know if I am eligible.  I anticipate increased costs of 
continence aids as I age and I will need to apply for financial assistance.” 

The point I am making is that there are hundreds of people of all ages with disabilities and health conditions who 
are struggling to meet the cost of continence aids.  One of my constituents reported that these products consume 
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more than 25 per cent of his income.  Members must get their heads around that.  That is an extraordinary 
imposition for a basic health need that should be covered.  The correspondence continues - 

The Western Australian economy is leading the Nation and yet we are the only State who does not 
assist with these costs.  A continence aids scheme is urgently required and I would argue that the 
forthcoming State Budge budget provides the Carpenter Government with an opportunity to show they 
care. 

It is very important that this money be provided by the state for not only seniors, but also people of all ages who 
have a disability.  I urge the government to show some compassion for the many members of the community 
who are spending significant amounts of money from their own resources to cover this basic health need.  I hope 
that the upcoming budget will redress this issue. 

House adjourned at 10.05 pm 
__________ 

 
 


